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INTRODUCTION 



"If men were angels » no government would be necessarv " « 
Madison in Federalist Wo. SI. As chief shaper of tSe Su;s Stated Con 
stltutlon. Hadlson W.S . realist, knowing tke freelms won Vthe Le^Jan 
Revolution had to be preserved through a written document that woulS aJve 
unity and order to the government and freedom and Justice to the cltlfe«. 

MOW, two hundred years since its preparation and titlflcatlon we 
celebrate the document that forms the cornerstone of our democLtJc system. 
We may celebrate In many ways. Celebration may be simple or elaborate a 
quiet reading of the Constitution and Bill of Riahts or a slh^i 
"Z^. irj.l'^' Bicentennial offers ll a^^^hoo^I t^^rl Th^ o^ppoV 

l^U tll Siic lll^l^'"' ^'''J'i""" '° '^''P appreciate 

that is the foundation of our way of life* uvwuhmshw 

Celehri^lJ^^'^f Interdisciplinary approach to tha Bicentennial 

Celebration. Ideas are presented that Involve all school deoartments In 
^Ir^tS f Description, are brief. l^t^tTt" 

spark the reader's imagination, not give detailed lesson plans. 

We hope that you will find this document useful for your own planning. 



Mary Bicouvaris 
Betty Swiggett 



CELEBRATING THE CONSTITUTION IN YOUR SCHOOL 



I. Form a Bicentennial Celebration Committee with members from all 
departments, including administration. 

II. Select a plan for celebration appropriate for your school. 

A. Conduct a multi-faceted celebration involving the entire 
faculty and student body. 

1. Plan a Kick-off Day, Spring 1987. An assembly may be 
appropriate. ' 

a. Speaker 

b. Appropriate selections played by band 

c. Appropriate selections sung by chorus 

d. Announcements of competitions, awards, etc. 

e. Announcement by each department of its plans for parti- 
cipatioa in the celebration 

2. Various departments proceed at their own schedule and rate 
of Involvement in the celebration. 

^"^^t^ °*y. celebrating the day of the rignlng 
of the Constitution. Suggested date—September 17, 1987. 

a. Song 

b. Speeches 

c. Announcement of award winners 
B. Plan a week of celebration. 

a. Kick-off Day (as in plan A) 

b. Various activities scheduled during the week 

c. Culmination Day (optional) 

^* r^l!/!? °^ Wrsion in the study and celebration of the 

Constitution. 

D. Create your own plan. 

°°\«y"f> ha« a divisionwide focus on celebrating the 
Constitution. Join In and select your dates to coro.lement the 
division's schedule. 
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SETTING THE TONE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION IN YOUR SCHOOL 

1. Make displays in all school showcases which reflect the theme of the 
Constitution. 

2. Exhibit art work relative to the Constitution. 

3. Decorate bulletin boards in all classes using the theme of the Con- 
stitution. 

4. Design, make, and display a banner announcing the Celebration of the 
Constitution by the school (art and home economics departments). 

5. Display student work relative to the theme of the Constitution. 

6. Declare 1987 the Year of the Constitution. (Student government mav 
do this.) ' 

7. Give awards (by departments) to student Constitutional scholars. 
(Standards will vary.) 

8. Learn and perform selections appropriate for the Celebration of the 
Constitution (band and chorus). 

9. Hold contests (poetry, essays, debates, etc.) relative to the Con- 
stitution. 

10. Write editorials in the school paper on the Constitution. 

11. Select the theme of the Constitution for one of the PTA's regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

12. Prepare 18th century menus for a day or a week (school cafeteria staff), 



A LECTURE SERIES HIGHLIGHTING THE CONSTITUTION 
Place: Your school library 

Suggest fons: a Journalist from your local n»n-, 

of the Press." ^P**'' °" "Freedom 

A judge may speak about the Constitution and the courtroom. 

A lawyer may speak about civil rights and liberties. 

An activist for change may speak on Constitutional reform. 

A local college government professor may sneak on ^^,» 
issues relating to the Constitution. ^ 

Note: These lectures may be open to the public. 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Social Studies 



JS^i"" JIHm Jittr "^r^'i" '"--^'^ 

.tltutlon. FoJ ^xJ^Juf •''•"••'^ quMtlon. r.Utlng to the Con- 

Topic: Th. touljUna Purchau 

Qu..tlon: Did J.„„.o. ^, th. rl,Kt to buy U«d ,or th. U. S.? 

Topic: The President's Cabinet 

Qu..tloa= Oo« th. Con.tlt„tl„ th. Pr..«.« to h.v. a 

Topic: The Vietnam War 
Question: «h.t .„ th. ^ po..„ th. Pr..l<i«,t. th. Congr.,,? 

^u":«:^rLr u-^ii: --r,-- - -."t.tio„. xh. 

, wouia .... Discuss their reactions. 
'■ do::.^"?" " " vl«, th. orlgl„.x 

10. Turn your cX„. into . conv.„tlon to .v.W. your SCA', C,„.titutio„. 



Social Studies Projects (continued) 

11. Plan a Celebration of the Constitution Involving the community 
complete with student poems, essays, skits, and square dances by 
your local square dance society. ^ 

12. Make vocabulary lists from the Constitution (suitable for English 
assignment also). cngiisn 

13. Compare the United States Constitution with the constitution of 
another country. «-ui.xoii oi 

14. Create a picture-quiz of famous personalities of 1787. 

b. St«d«.t.. particularly the mor. .*,mc«i on.., cm co.p.r. the 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Cifced Students 

The following are suggestions for projects which are suitable for 
gifted students (some also applicable lor English classes): 

1. Newscasts from the past—re-creation of the news from Philadelphia 
ia 1787 *^ 

2. Letters from those attending the Constitutional Convention to friend 
and family expressing their feelings about what was going on in 
Philadelphia 

3. Panel discussions, debates, etc. on the question: What if the Con- 
stitution had been written by women? 

4. Re-creation of newspaper of 1787, with headlines of the day, ads, 
s(.H:ial events, etc. 

5. Broadcasts from the past— for example, black people's perspective 
on the Constitutional Convention 

6. Various forms of entertainment popular In the 18th century 

7. World events in 1787, in time capsule form 

8. Study of the correspondence between Abigail and John Adams during 
the Constitutional Convention 

9. Study of the architectural styles of the 1780s 

10. Collection of anecdotes about lives of the men who wrote the Con- 
stitution 

11. Who's Who In 1787: Album of the personalities who shaped America 

12. Creation of a game or book with questions on the Constitution 

13. Creation of a booklet about the Constitution suitable for first and 
second graders 

14. Research on the pirocess of amendments, answering such questions as: 

a. What speeds up approval of an amendment? 

b. What is the present limit of time for approving an amendment? 

c. Why do some states take longer than others to approve an araendmenc 

d. Why do some states rescind their previous position on an amendment 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITirriON 

English I 



1. 



2. 



4. 



5. 



6. 



Take an object, person, event that portrays some aspect of the 
American Dream-opportunities, ideals, freedom, quality of TlU- 
and write a poem, essay, or skit developing the relationship 

Study the Constitution of the United States as a document of the 
English language. Where is the language most effective? Why? 
Look for conciseness, parallel structure, effective word choice. 
What verb forms are used throughout the Constitution? Why are 
these firms appropriate? ^ 

°^ °^ ^^apers of the 
^^i"* la.ginary letter from him to his grand- 

child with regard to the Constitution. 

SSSudh^J'-'^nJ " Sanduurg's "Threes" and Margaret Walker's 
rs"Ju«n°oi°?o*: f"'^' P°«». °' Pl*y *bout a person who has had 
t^e^r * °" reflecting a Constitutional 



7. Analyze current media reports on an event happening in the United 
States and explain which parts of the Constitution are the Ssue. 



8. 



9. 



10. 



IS dScu« J. f study or independent reading 

^ ?om : ™«r. J* °^ P"'P''"» Constitution? 

TrLJ^rr.f "t*blish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility provide for the common defence, promote the general 

PostirUy"! °' "^"^^ '° ourselves'"* oir 

Provide goose quills and ink for students to sign their names on a 
class document. Students discuss how writing with'a quiir"f?er^ 

fni'^ . * " P°^^ P«" i» ease of uH! 

speed, and control of the instrument. 

it'^'wlf ovfr'%r?t'**''*? Constitutional Convention left before 

L a"tL"-on't'ird:; irie?;!'^* * 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Science 

In science class, students may participate In projects such as the 
following: 

/ 1. Research on the work of the major scientists during the 1780s (The 
names may be provided by the teacher.) 

^* orSe**i780r^°"' scientific concerns 

3. Sdance fair Projects, using only materials and information that would 
have been available during the 1780s 

4. CoBparisoa of .cientific instruments of the time with those of today 
(telescope, microscope, medical Instruments) 

2???*'*^** ^° **■ con«i<i«r«<l the "science master" in 

WUllamsburg at the time of the signing of the Constitution. What 
was he doing? 

6. Research to discover: 

a. What kind of science students studied In school in the 1780s 

b. Science courses offered at William and Mary during this time 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Mr.C hematics 



1 



1. Find what nath courses were taught in high school in the 1780s. 

2. Study mathematical discoveries made In the I780s, 

3. Get sampla math texts used in the 1780s from William and Mary and look 
for similarities and differences with present texts. 

4. Proflla famous mathematicians of the 1780s. 

5. Study taxation tables of the colonial times. 

6. Maka a budget for the new republic. 

7. Study the methods of census taking In the 17808. Compare with methods 
of census taking In our time. 

8. Discuss the acononlc effects of the Revolution and Independence on 
England and the Colonies. 

9. Measure the land mass of each of the 13 original states. 
10. Examine surveying methods used In the 1780a. 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Home Economics 

Hone Economics students partldoate in nrn4^^#.- . t , 
Constitution such as the followlngr P'^oJ^^^" to ceLbrace the 

1. Weaving fabric, spinning yarn 

2* Making soap 

3« Making candles 

4. Drying fruits and vegetables 

5. Drying f lovers 

6. counting h.rb. „„„ for ..diction., cooking. „d «M,g ay.. 

7. Sewing dothJjig 

8. Knitting, crocheting, tatting, quilting 

9. Preserving meats (salting, smoking) 

10. Haklng breads 

11. Hiking Jans, Jellies, preserves, etc. 

12. Making pomander balls 

Pomander Balls: For each pomander baU: I orange 
whole cloves, powdered orris root (from the drug^t) 
ground cinnamon, a piece of narrow nbbon. Suckwhole 
cioves flnnly into skin of orange. Work over the ent^e 
surface to avoid too much tension in one spot Insert 
J^^^ '^Z'^^J^^ heads touching. Finish each baU 
-ntlun a day before the skin starts to shnnk and hard- 
en. Disregard smaU tean m the skin: large ones can^ 
sewn together. Place spice mixture in large bowl; add 
fruits and turn until weU coated. Leave balls in mixture 
stunng once each day until they begin to lose the 
weight of the juice. To hang, thread a large-eyed needle' 
with narrow velvet nbbon and run throuS, the frSu 
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Knitting the national symbols 



14. Cross-stitching samplers popular in the 1780'! 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Art 

1. Tombstone rubbing In Bruton Parish graveyard 

2. darvlng 3-D store signs from wood 

3. Constructing weather vanes 

4. Candle making 

5. Making samplers 

6. Floor cloth painting 

7. Stenciling 

8. Metal tooling 

9. Doing leather crafts 

10. Metal piercing (Example,: lanterns, fronts for cooling cabinets) 

11. Taking family portraits (traveling artlsts~no photographs a. records) 

12. Doing calligraphy 

J^Il""'"* " the 1700. (such corn husk 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Suggested Music List 

1. An American Patriot 

by Ed Lojeskl 

2. An American Tribute 

by Ed Lojeskl S^T3 

3. America 9 Our Heritage 

by Steele and Ades SATB 

4. America the Beautiful 

by J. S. Smith SATB 

5. Give He Your Tired » Your Poor 

by Irving Berlin g^XB 

6. God Bless America 

by Irving Berlin SATB 

7. From Sea to Shining Sea 

by Jay Altbouse SATB 

8. Sing America 

by Rex Mitchell SAB 

9. Sing Out, Sweet Land 

by John Morris SATB 

10. This Is My Country 

by Jacob and Emerson SA 
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fR-UECrS POR THE CELEBRATION OF THE CONSTITITTION 
Foreign Languages 

Moatesqulau's and Rousseau's wltln., * , 

3tud^tTJ^/°«; f°™«iing fathers of 

Ing of these authors. ^ ° "search on the works and thlnk- 

Research and d±aeua» 
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PROJECTS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE COMSTITUTIOM 

ROTC 

Students enrolled in ROTC may do research on the followina 
topics: ^ 

1. History of the United States flag 

2. Military uniforms 

3. Military support from other nations 

4. Establishment of the United States Military (Militia) 

5. Selection of the first President (George Washington) 

6. Weapons 

7. Forts and aoats 

8. Missions for amed services 

9. Statesnen 
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CELFBRATING THE CONSTITUTION 
Trivia Contest 



Examples of Trivia Questions: 

1. On what date was our present Constitution adopted? 

2. Who was called the "Father of the Constitution"? 

3. Who wrote the Constitution' 

4. How many delegates signed the Constitution? 

5. Where may the original Constitution be seen today? 

6. Who wa. th. eldest delegate to the Constitutional Convention? 
T^ZIIJ:.^' '"^ -t attend the Constitutional 

8. What wa. the first state to sign the Constitution? 

9. What was the ninth state to sign? 

10. What was the last state to sign? 

11. Which state did not send delegate, to the Convention? 

12. Where was the Constitutional Convention held? 

Sn«itS2? " the nation according to the 

14. How many bill, are in the Bill of Rights? 

r SaSir:? rXtd^-:r"-" - ---s of 

16. Who was the youngest delegate to the Convention? 
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